
Decomposers 

As you investigate a fallen 

log, you may notice a lot of 

life on and under the log. 

You will probably find  

decomposers, consumers of 

the decomposers or other 

critters using the log for 

shelter.  

Decomposers are animals 

that eat decaying matter 

(dead plants and animals). 

Decomposers you might 

find: worms, fungi, pillbugs, 

and millipedes.  

Decomposers break down 

nutrients in the dead plants 

and animals and return it to 

the soil. The decomposers 

help complete the food 

chain, returning essential 

molecules to the producers.  

 

Contact Us 

Jackson County Conservation 

Hurstville Interpretive Center 

18670 63rd Street 

Maquoketa, Iowa 52060 

(563) 652-3783 

summer@jacksonccb.com 

www.JacksonCCB.com 

Week 2: June 15-19 

Fallen Log 
Discover the many organisms that call a fallen log home! 

 

Materials 
• Containers with lids (reuse an empty peanut  

butter jar, yogurt containers, etc.) 

• Fallen Log Field Guide 

• Worksheet, pencil, clipboard 

• Hand lens 

• Spoon or other tool for handling critters 
 

Instructions 

Find a fallen log. You can go to a  

nearby park that has woodlands.  

Carefully turn over the log to see what 

you can find living on and under it. Use 

your container, spoon and hand lens to 

observe the critters. Please remember 

to be respectful of living things and release the critters back to their 

home when you are finished and put the log back in place.  

Use the worksheet and the field guide provided to aid in your  

investigation of the fallen log. 

Questions to ask and answer: Is a fallen log a habitat? What are  

decomposers? How do they help an ecosystem?  

Send photos of your investigation to jess@jacksonccb.com that we can post 

on our Facebook page! 

Jackson County Conservation  
Summer 2020—Weekly Nature Activity Series 

 

We hope that our weekly nature activities can provide some outdoor fun for you and your 
family this summer. You are welcome to gather your own supplies for the activities or pick up 
materials at the Hurstville Interpretive Center. Materials will be available in the outdoor 
classroom on the south side building on Monday mornings beginning at 9 am and are available 
while supplies last. 

http://www.geography4kids.com/files/land_soil.html







