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You Deserve to Reserve!
Plan your summer camping fun from anywhere
What you need to know:
When does it start?
Campsite reservation for Spruce Creek
Park & South Sabula Lake Park will launch
January 5th, 2017.

How to reserve:
Follow the steps below to reserve online

Step One: Go to J acksonCCB.com
Step Two: View “Facilities”

Does it cost extra to reserve?
There is a $5.00 convenience fee for
reservations. A $17 campsite is $22 online.
How far in advance can I reserve?
Campsite booking is available one year in
advance and a minimum of 5 days. For
example, to camp on a Friday, the reservation
has to be made by midnight the Sunday
beforehand.
Are all campsites available to reserve?
Only 1/3 of our campsites are up for
reservation. The rest are still first come, first
served.
Can I get a refund if I can’t make it?
All campsites are non-refundable. However ,
your stay can be rescheduled through the main
office for a fee. If the campground is closed
by the county (flooding, etc.), we can
reschedule or refund your money.

Step Three: Choose site and “Book Now”

Step Four: Log in or cr eate an account
Step Five: View availability and “Add to Car t”

Step Six: Add per sonal, payment and special needs
information if necessary. Keep your email receipt.

Prairie Creek Taking Shape
By Daryl Parker, Executive Director
The development work at Prairie Creek Recreation Area progressed nicely in October and November with “some of the
best conditions the entire summer”. That is what Scott Boyle, lead foreman with Connolly Construction, had to say
during one of the many conversations I had with him during the fall at Prairie Creek. “We finally got a break from the
monsoon rains that plagued us most of the summer” Scott added as the heavy equipment moved and packed dirt on the
entrance roadway to the new park.
The construction company made great progress in completing the phase 1 portion of the work on Prairie Creek. Work
has been suspended on the site through the remaining winter months and will resume in April, 2017. A trip to the site
now reveals the completed two acre pond with the fish habitat in place, now waiting for water to fill the pond. The
entrance roadway is graded to the new pavilion site, with the rock base placed. The water line connecting to the City of
Maquoketa is also completed. The spring will see the installation of the electrical service, roadway paving, sidewalk
installation, and permanent seeding along the roadway and around the pond site. That will complete the phase 1 portion
of the project as we look to the next phase of development at Prairie Creek.
The Pavilion: Fundraising for the pavilion project sponsored by the Friends of Jackson County Conservation has
exceeded expectations. Currently the final plans and bid documents are being prepared so contractors can bid the project
for a summer of 2017 construction timetable. The pavilion will be the first building site at Prairie Creek and will be a
great asset to the park. It will be available for conducting outdoor programming by our EE staff and will be available for
use by the public either by reservation or first come basis.
The Campground: The first priority for Prairie Creek in terms of public use will be the construction of a campground and
cabin sites. The Conservation Board has worked with Shive-Hattery Architecture to develop a campground design plan
(shown below). It will include 50 modern/full-hookup campsites with 20 primitive campsites. Plus the design includes 8
cabin sites with another 4 as future cabin sites if there is a demand. This phase 2 development of the campground and
cabins is a large scale project that may take several years to develop.
The Master Plan: The Conservation Board also hired Shive-Hattery to develop an overall master plan for Prairie Creek.
The final product was reviewed and approved by the conservation board at their December board meeting. The master
plan is exactly what the term implies, an overall futuristic look at what potential the park could have as we move
forward. The plan is also a snapshot of what the board sees as a priority for the area today. Plans are always subject to
change and can be modified, which I expect will happen in the future. The master plan does give direction and allows the
conservation department to set and hopefully attain goals as Prairie Creek Recreation Area turns into a premier outdoor
recreation area just as the donor Bob Martin would have wanted the area to become.
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Winter Calendar of Events
Group Snowshoeing, Cross Country Skiing &
Ice Skating—Every Wednesday in January
January 4, 11, 18, 25 from 4:00-5:00 pm
Let's get outside this winter! Join others in snowshoeing
and cross country skiing around the prairie and ice skating
on the marsh. A naturalist will be on hand to loan out
snowshoes; bring your own cross country skis and ice
skates. A minimum of 4” of snow is required for
snowshoes & cross country skis (4" ice for skating).
Friends of Jackson Co. Conservation Meeting
Tuesday, January 10 at 7:00 pm
All are welcome to come and help make decisions with
conservation education projects. Potluck at 6:30 pm!
Winter Youth Outdoor Skills Day
Saturday, January 14 from 1:00-4:00 pm
Join a naturalist in learning some outdoor skills. Dress for
the weather as we head outside to try ice fishing, track ID,
snowshoeing and more. Some activities will take place
indoors. Free and all ages welcome. Register by Jan. 12.

Lunch & Learn: BioBlitz and Beyond, Prairie

Creek Past, Present and Future
Sunday, January 15 at 12:30 pm
Jennie Wilcox completed a study for the University of Illinois and Jackson County Conservation using data from the
BioBlitz species inventories of 2015 at Prairie Creek Recreation Area. From this data and through further
research, the current plant and bird species populations
were analyzed in order to form future land use
recommendations. She will present her findings on
historical ecosystem and land use patterns of the Prairie
Creek area, existing common, rare and invasive local
species populations, and calculated floristic quality
assessment data; which is a scientific method used to judge
the quality of plant life found at a site. Future
recommendations for land management of Prairie Creek
Recreation Area based on these findings will be
presented. Enjoy a delicious lunch along with the
presentation prepared by our Friends kitchen enthusiasts.
Menu includes savory soups, a grilled cheese sandwich
bar, dessert and drinks. Cost for program and meal is $10.
Proceeds go to the Prairie Creek Pavilion. Tickets on sale
through January 12th.
Cabin Fever Day
Monday, January 16 from 10-Noon
Make this a long weekend to remember! Get out of the
house for a morning of critters, snow creations (weather
depending), crafts, and cocoa! Parents can stay and play or
drop off children (2nd grade and up, please) for a morning
of new friends and new nature adventures.

*Programs at the Hurstville Center unless otherwise noted
Nature Tales—Owl Moon
Friday, January 20 from 10-11 am
Preschool age children and a guardian are invited to join a
naturalist for our monthly nature tales series and learn
more about the wildlife and the outdoors through stories,
games and activities. This month’s theme is Owls.
Dubuque Bald Eagle Watch
Saturday, January 21 from 9:00—4:30
Grand River Center, Port of Dubuque
Exhibitors, vendors, children’s activities all day. Live
animal programs throughout the day and eagle viewing at
Lock & Dam #11. Make sure to stop at the Friends of
Jackson County Conservation booth!
Owl Prowl
Friday, February 10 at 7:00 pm
Bellevue State Park Nature Center
Join a naturalist in learning more about Iowa’s owl species
and their amazing nighttime adaptations. Dress for the
weather as we’ll head outdoors to call the owls!
Tweet Nothings: Valentine’s Day Exposé
Saturday, February 11 at 6:00 pm
Join us in fun evening of wine tasting, dinner and a
program. Dave Shealer, professor at Loras College will
engage us in an educational and entertaining program
"Tweet Nothings: sexual selection and mate choice in
birds and other vertebrates.” This program will explore the
evolution of sex, specifically looking at the, sometimes
intricate, mating systems of birds. Savor a delicious five
course meal prepared and served by our fantastic Friends
chefs. Enjoy some local wines and good company. Event
for 21 & older. Child care will be available upstairs. Kids
will enjoy supper, crafts, games and a movie. Cost is $30
per adult, $25 for Friends members (child care cost is
included). Call us to reserve a spot at (563) 652-3783.
Limited space. Tickets on sale through Feb 9. Proceeds
from this event go to the Prairie Creek Pavilion.
Volunteer Appreciation Event
Thursday, February 16 at 5:30 pm
We want to personally thank our volunteers for all they do
for us. If you volunteered in the past year, please join us
for a meal in your honor! RSVP required by Feb 14.
Nature Tales—Reptile Riot
Friday, February 17 from 10-11 am
Preschool age children and a guardian are invited to join a
naturalist for our monthly nature tales series and learn
more about the wildlife and the outdoors through stories,
games and activities. This month’s theme is Reptiles.

*Programs at the Hurstville Center unless otherwise noted
Cabin Fever Day
Monday, February 20 from 10-Noon
Make this a long weekend to remember! Get out of the
house for a morning of critters, snow fun (weather
depending), crafts, and cocoa! Parents can stay and play or
drop off children (2nd grade and up, please) for a morning
of new friends and new nature adventures.
OWL Event: Gardening Panel
Thursday, March 2 from Noon-3:00
Hurstville Interpretive Center
Join the Dubuque, Jackson & Jones OWL (Older, Wiser,
Livelier) group for a gardening panel. Learn more about
growing native perennials, composting, and other gardening
topics. Optional lunch from Noon-1:00, cost $10. Panel
1:00-3:00, Free. Registration for lunch required by Feb 28.
Bird House Workshop
Sunday, March 5 at 1:00 pm
Birdhouses are a wonderful addition to your yard! Welcome
the birds back this spring with a birdhouse. All materials
and instruction are provided. Cost: Wren $5, Bluebird $7,
using recycled lumber for Wren or Bluebird $3.
Registration and payment required by Feb 28 at Noon.
Leopold Reading
Sunday, March 5 at 3:00 pm
The words Aldo Leopold wrote in 1948 still strike a note
today: “There are some who can live without wild things,
and some who cannot.” Come and listen to members of the
community read aloud essays from A Sand County
Almanac and take part in the discussions about the
responsibility people have to the land we inhabit.
Nature Tales—Buzzy Bees
Friday, March 17 from 10-11 am
Preschool age children and a guardian are invited to join a
naturalist for our monthly nature tales series and learn more
about the wildlife and the outdoors through stories, games
and activities. This month’s theme is bees and pollinators.
Duck Waddle
Saturday, March 18 at 7:00 am at Green Island
Join Dubuque Audubon in their annual spring duck and
waterfowl count. Great for beginning birders to learn from
seasoned bird watchers and for anyone wanting to freshen
up on waterfowl identification.
Cabin Fever Day
Monday, March 24 from 10-Noon
Join a naturalist for some fun nature related activities on
this no-school day!

2017 Summer Employment Opportunities
We will be hiring a Naturalist Intern and Conservation Workers
for Summer 2017. Applications and job descriptions will be
available in January. Check our website late January for details.

Rental Items available from
Jackson County Conservation
Did you know we have the following available to the
public? For more information or to reserve any of the
equipment listed below, contact our office.
Snowshoes
We have aluminum snowshoes available for
FREE to use during regular business hours.
Weekend rentals are $5.00. They are also available to
schools and organized groups at no cost.
Park Packs
Our park packs are loaded with activities, tools and
information on a variety of topics. The backpacks are free
to check out for up to 2 weeks. Great for schools, scouts,
youth groups and families.
No-till Drill
Ideal for planting CRP, prairie and pollinator seed. Cost is
$12.00 per acre with a minimum charge of 2 acres, plus a
delivery fee of $65.00.
Live Trap
We now have a live trap available for rent. Cost is $5.00
per day with a $75.00 deposit.
Tree Planter
Our tree planter comes equipped with a 3-point hitch and
is available for tree plantings. Cost is $10/day.

Vicon Seeder
Our Vicon seeder broadcasts the seed. Cost is $15.00 per
1/2 day.
Program Material
Teachers and organizations can borrow environmental
education supplies upon request. Contact us for details.

Program Costs— Programs are free of charge unless
otherwise noted. Donations are accepted.
Registration—when programs require it, you can call 563-6523783, email jacksonccb@jacksonccb.com or register online at
www.JacksonCCB.com. For programs with fees, payment can
be dropped off or mailed to the Hurstville Center. Payment on
our website is also available, processing fees do apply.
Program Cancellation— In some circumstances, weather or
otherwise, we may have to cancel a program. Anyone who
preregisters for a program (whether required or not) will be
contacted if the program is canceled. We will send cancellation
information to KMAQ 95.1 and post it on the Hurstville Center’s
Facebook page.
Special Needs— Our public programs are designed for
enjoyment and education for all ages and varying abilities. If you
have special needs, please contact our office prior to an event.

Fall Fun with Jackson CCB!

Left: Clover kids let the live snakes do
the painting for them.
Above: Club hOpe conducted a cleanup on Maquoketa River in October.
Above: Bellevue 5th graders learn
how to use a compass and find their
way on our orienteering course.
Right: Briggs 3rd graders helping tag
and release a monarch butterfly.

Make a Pine Cone Bird Feeder!

Make Snow Paint!

Easy to make and you’ll have fun
viewing the birds that visit!

This simple recipe will get you outside making beautiful
paintings in the snow!

You’ll Need:
 One or more pine cones
 Peanut butter or shortening
 Bird seed
 String or yarn
 Paper plate
 Butter knife or popsicle stick

You’ll Need
 Spray bottle or squeeze bottle
 Water
 Food coloring

Tie a knot around the top of your pine cone, leaving at
least 2 feet of extra string for hanging. Spread the peanut
butter or shortening all over your pine cone. Nice and thick
will work! Pour bird seed on the paper plate and roll your
pine cone in it until covered. Hang immediately or put in
fridge until ready to hang. Enjoy watching the birds this
winter!

Winter Word Search
Can you find these winter related words in the word search?

Fill spray bottle with water. Add food coloring. Learn
which colors to mix to make green, purple and orange!
Bundle up, head outside and create paintings in the snow!

Coat
Cold
Frost
Ice
Igloo
Scarf
Snow
Winter

Membership Renewal

We are getting closer
to our goal THANKS
to all of you!!

A big thank you to those who continue to renew their
membership with Friends of JCC. The dollars brought in
through membership dues help sustain our organization
and we appreciate your continued support!
The membership committee has decided to change the
membership dates from a fiscal year to a calendar year.
That means, January 1 is renewal time! If you paid
dues in the last 6 months, we are rolling you over for 2017.
If you haven’t paid dues in awhile, this is your reminder!
Clip the portion below to mail in. Make sure we have an
up to date address, email and phone number.

Friends of Jackson County Conservation

Membership Form
Name: ________________________________
Address: ______________________________
City/State/Zip: __________________________

The Pavilion Committee is bidding out the project
this winter and when we reach our goal, construction
can begin sometime in 2017. We are continuing to
raise money for this project. We have been so
humbled by the generosity of the community for the
Pavilion and are very excited to be able to provide
this shelter for the community to have available while
enjoying this awesome park.
Plan to attend our winter fundraiser events for the Pavilion:

Lunch & Learn
Tweet Nothings

Sunday, January 15
Saturday, February 11

Details listed under calendar of events.

Phone number: __________________________
Email Address: __________________________

Next Friends Meeting

Type of Membership (Please check one per form and

Tuesday, January 10 at the Hurstville Center
Volunteer 5:30; Potluck at 6:30; Meeting at 7:00 pm

make checks payable to Friends of JCC)

Student $5

Regular $10

Senior Citizen $5

Family $20

Sustaining $50

Individual Life $500

Join the Friends for their fall meeting and learn more about
the benefits of being a friend and become involved.
Volunteers Needed from 5:30-6:30 pm to help stuff
envelopes for a membership mailing. Thanks in advance!

Come for any or all of the activities January 10!

Amount Enclosed….. ___________
Please send membership form and fee to:
Friends of Jackson County Conservation
18670 63rd Street
Maquoketa, Iowa 52060

Environmental Ed. Wish List
Gently USED items are OKAY!!





Black oil sunflower seed or Theisen’s gift card for seed
Hammers, adult and youth size
13x9 pans
Clean empty ice cream buckets

A Special Thank You!
Jackson County Conservation would like to thank and
acknowledge the following individuals, organizations
and businesses for their continued support and donations.
With your help, we have been able to do so much more!!!
Volunteers—Wendy Hainstock, Dean Nelson, Alice
Gilmore, Karen Manning, Kim Jochum, Ann Burns, Marie
Rossman, Lou Behrend, Kathi Atkinson, Grace Trenkamp,
Dave Gossman, Gerry Miller, Ray Martin, Karen Krueger,
Cathy Durkop, Mary Haymann, Green Iowa AmeriCorps,
Jennie Wilcox, Ben Wagner, Chris Cornelius, Kathy
Wosaba, Don Yanda, Randy Bender, Larry McDevitt,
Doug Gonner, Mary Hayward, Julie Reuter, Sandy
Walton, Jo Ellen Langerman, Maquoketa First Lutheran
Church, Mary Ann McLaughlin, Mary Mether, Judy
Bickford, Jim Dean, Robin Koranda, Bob Koranda, Barb
McCray, Zoe McMahon, Linda Skoff, Jon Eggers, Clayton
Pederson, Chris Tubbs, Bill Schwenker, Bonnie
Schwenker, Ray Hamilton, Jerry Hora, Maurie Anderson,
Keith Diltz & Family Dollar Employees
Grants Received—The Wellmark Foundation,
Community Foundation of Jackson County, Theisen’s
More For Your Community
Donations—Carol Breuch (puzzle), Jo Ellen Langerman
(plant info, game), Denise Swanson (crafts), Vanessa
Huffman (books), Wayne Frantzen (photos), Chuck
Farnum (painting), Julie Lehrman (books, leaf press), Fern
Schoenthaler (silverware), Alan Werden (turtle shell),
Schueller Construction (pvc), Winegar Plumbing (pvc)
Food Donations for Lewis & Clark Feast—Kathi
Atkinson, Doug Gonner, Dave Gossman, Dave Ward,
Joel Cornelius, Brenda Stewart, Jo Ellen Langerman,
Chris Cornelius, Jennie Wilcox, Ann Burns, Jess Wagner
Cash Donations for Prairie Creek Pavilion—Mary
Helen Stewart, Roger & Eunice Schladetzky, Modern
Woodmen of America, Jeff & Susan Siems, Dan & Karen
Breitbach/Breitbach Floor Covering, Tom & Carol
Breuch, Black Hawk Hiking Club, Maquoketa Garden
Club, Quad City Conservation Alliance, Steve & Chris
Tubbs, Izaak Walton League of Maquoketa, Jo Ellen
Langerman, Roberta Rosheim, Lowell & Marie Ware,
Joseph & Rosanne Schwager, Clayton & Mary Nevans
Pederson, Julie Reuter, Mary Anne Hayward, Sue
Schreiner Family Trust, Dan Jacobsen, Katharine
Atkinson, Doris Johnson, Michael & Penny Pearcy, Paul
& Karen Portz, Marilyn Schroeder, Ben & Jess Wagner,
John & Jeanne Hoesley, Bill & Wendy Hainstock, White
Pine Sierra Group, Bowman Family, Wanda Cornelius,
Daryl & Cindy Parker, Mary Mether, David & Susan
Gossman, Dick & Elizabeth Wold, Chris Nissen, Pam
Bahr & Jim England, Charles & Jeanne Jorgensen,
Maquoketa Chapter Whitetails Unlimited

Conservation Board Members
Randy Bender
Kathy Wosoba
Larry McDevitt
Don Yanda
Kathi Atkinson

Bellevue
Monmouth
Maquoketa
Maquoketa
Sabula

563/872-5953
563/673-4551
319/541-6357
563/652-2706
563/343-5888

The Jackson County Conservation Board
meets the third Tuesday of every month

Address & Contact Information
Offices at the Hurstville Interpretive Center
18670 63rd Street Maquoketa, IA 52060
Phone: (563) 652-3783
Fax: (563) 652-2191
Spruce Creek Shop (563) 872-3621
E-mail jacksonccb@jacksonccb.com

JacksonCCB.com
www.facebook.com/HurstvilleInterpretiveCenter

Conservation Staff
Daryl Parker
Jessica Wagner
Ryan Owen
Jeannie Collins-Heer
Jerry Widel
Pam True
Jennifer Meyer
Emily Highnam

Executive Director
Environmental Ed. Coordinator
Park Ranger
Park Ranger
Operation Technician
Office Manager
Naturalist
Naturalist

Donations for Animal Sponsorship—Sybesma Eye &
Vision Center, Steve & Beth Norpel, RB & Beth Melvold,
John & Jeanne Hoesley, Bill & Bonnie Schwenker, Deb &
Bob Lane, Chris & Vicki Meineke
Cash Donations—Anonymous Donor, Doug & Mary
Melvold, Friends of the Caves, Krabbenhoft Public
Library, Marlys & Bill Brown, Sue Siems, Matthew &
Marilyn Osterhaus, Darwin & Jacquelyn Schipper, Steve
& Elaine Kahler, John & Barb McCray, Laverne & Eunese
Roberg, Tom & Carol Breuch, Matt Poulter, Daryl &
Kerry Schepers, Maquoketa State Bank
Donations made in memory or in honor of:
In Memory of Warren Lee & Lucille Bowman
In Memory of Virginette Domeyer
In Memory of Don Nissen

Hurstville Interpretive Center
Offices for Jackson County Conservation

Hours
Monday–Friday 9:00 am–4:00 pm
Weekends January–March Closed
Weekends April–October 12:00–5:00 pm
Weekends November–December 12:00-4:00 pm

Holidays:
Open Monday holidays—Martin Luther King
Jr Day & President’s Day

No Admission Fee!
Visit us online! Find information about our county
parks, events, rentals, employment, Friends
activities and more. Online reservations available
for our programs, community room at the
Hurstville Center and campsites at Spruce Creek
& South Sabula Campgrounds.

JacksonCCB.com

Snowshoeing!
Tired of being stuck inside this winter?
Try snowshoeing, it’s a great activity for
everyone! It’s fun, inexpensive and
provides great cardiovascular exercise.
Plus, it gets you outside to enjoy some beautiful winter
days. Snowshoes available at no charge during regular
business hours. Weekend rental is $5/pair. Friends
members can borrow them for free!

Chickadee Check-off
Iowa's General Assembly enacted the "Chickadee Checkoff" in 1981, as a means of providing more substantial
funding to aid all wildlife in Iowa, but especially nongame
species. It was this new funding source that actually cleared
the way for establishing a nongame wildlife program in
Iowa, today called the Wildlife Diversity Program. The
check-off has provided Iowans an opportunity to voluntarily
donate a self-designated portion of their Iowa tax refund
when completing their Iowa form 1040s.
Although still generally called the Chickadee Check-off,
today's Iowa 1040 just refers to the term "Fish/Wildlife"
fund on a line near the end of the tax form.
What kind of projects does a donation to the fish/wildlife
fund help support?
 Restoration of previously lost Iowa Wildlife such as:
Peregrine Falcons, Ospreys, Trumpeter Swans, and
Prairie Chickens
 Designation of Bird Conservation Areas in key areas
around the state supporting increased habitat for all
types of birds
 Multiple research projects on Birds, Butterflies, Bobcats, Fish, Amphibian and Reptiles.
 Acquisition of important lands for public use in wildlife
watching, hunting, hiking, and fishing
 And many other things.

Natural Resources & Outdoor
Recreation Trust Fund
In 2010, 63 percent of Iowans voted for a constitutional
amendment to create the Natural Resources and Outdoor
Recreation Trust Fund, a permanent and constitutionally
protected funding source dedicated to clean water,
productive agricultural soils and thriving wildlife habitats.
If the state legislature approves a sales tax increase this
2017 legislative session, 3/8 of one cent will go to this
fund. The Trust Fund formula (pictured above) outlines
how the increased dollars will be spent. For more info,
visit www.iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org/.
Take action—contact your legislator about the trust fund.

